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of the Chancery should be summoned to surrender within a given
time and that the building should be taken by storm if surrender
were refused. By 5.30, when Herr Neustadter-Stiirmer, the Minister
for Social Affairs, arrived at the Ballhausplatz with this ultimatum,
the Nazis in the Chancery had come to the conclusion that nothing
remained for them to do but to make the best possible terms of
surrender. They prevailed upon Major Fey1 to act as their inter-
mediary with the Government forces, and it was finally agreed, with
Herr Neustadter-Sturmer's consent, that the Nazis should surrender
the Chancery and should be allowed to make their way unmolested
to the German frontier. This agreement was witnessed by the German
Minister, Dr. Rieth, who arrived in response to a telephone callfrom
the insurgents asking for his intervention on their behalf. It was,
however, stated officially that the promise of a safe conduct had
been given only on the condition that there was no loss of life; and
when the Chancery was finally surrendered at 7.30 and Dr. Dollfuss
was found to be dead,2 the promise was rescinded and all the Nazis
were taken prisoners.

By the evening of the 25th July there was no further danger in
Vienna, but the situation in the provinces continued to be precarious
for some days.3 It appears to be an open question whether the
broadcast announcement that Dr. Rintelen had taken over the
Government was intended as a signal for a general rising or not; and
there was some evidence for the view that the Nazis had hoped to
eSect a- bloodless coup by gaining control of the Government, and

1 The part played by Major Fey in the "whole affair was somewhat
mysterious. He was the first member of the Government to receive informa-
tion of the plot, and as Special Commissioner for Defence the ultimate
responsibility for the failure to take steps to avert the catastrophe rested with
Mm. His ineffectiveness during the crisis could perhaps be accounted for in
part by the essentially Tmtit.fl.Ty turn of his mind, which made it difficult for
him to tackle a problem that could not be handled on military lines. He was
apparently induced by threats to act as intermediary; but his compliance was
also partly explained by the fact that all the occupants of the Chancery
believed for some time that Dr. Rintelen had actually formed a new Govern-
ment. This belief seems to have been held by Dr. Dollfuss, with whom, as he
lay dying, Major Fey had a brief interview. Major Fey's unheroic rdle on the
25th July was hardly in keeping with his earlier reputation as the * strong man'
of the Government. Herr Winkler, the former Vice-Chancellor, who was
accused of complicity in the plot but escaped to Czechoslovakia, retaliated
by accusing Major Fey of having been in negotiation with the Nazis right up
to the 25th July.

a Dr. Dollfuss died at about 3.4=5 p.m. There were conflicting reports as to
the exact stage at which the fact of his death became known outside the
Chancery.

8 A detailed account of the fighting in the provinces, is given in Part IV of
the Brown Book Beitrage zwr Vorgesohichte imd Geschwhte der Jidirevolte.